GUILD MEETINGS ARE
NORMALLY HELD THE
SECOND TUESDAY OF
THE MONTH FROM
7-9 PM
AGRACE
5395 EAST CHERYL
PARKWAY
FITCHBURG, WI 53711
PLEASE CONFIRM THE
MEETING DATE, PLACE
AND TIME BY VISITING
US ON THE WEB AS OUR
MEETINGS ARE NOW
VIRTUAL DUE TO
SAFE-AT-HOME
MANDATES

On the Web

Madisonasg.com
or
Visit us on Facebook
At
Madison Area Sewing

Chapter Advisory Board
(CAB) meetings are held
every other month (even
numbered months)
at Agrace Hospice
Please confirm the meeting
place and time by visiting us
on the web.
During the Pandemic, the
guild is now meeting
virtually on line.
Please go to the Madison
ASG web page for the latest
information.

To learn more about
The American Sewing
Guild:

ASG.org
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A Message from Our Leader
As we approach, fall, I think about the return to school, and beautiful woolen fabrics for making school clothes...and elections! Of course, I am not starting 9th
grade and making a wool plaid pleated skirt for starting high school! ...and the
election I’m thinking of now (well, one of them) is the MASG annual election which
is scheduled for our November Virtual meeting. ASG requires that we have three
elected officers as a Chapter of the American Sewing Guild: President, Secretary
and Treasurer. I am willing to serve another term as President, if elected, and Bonnie Dill, our newly appointed interim Secretary, is willing to continue, if elected.
Our excellent and faithful Treasurer, Kathryn Bowen, however, has reached the end
of her maximum 4 year term. We will need to elect a new Treasurer.
Kathy Tutcher has offered to head our nominating committee, so here is what we
need all of you to think about:
1. If you have experience– or even an aptitude for numbers, and have a mind for
balanced budgets, would you be willing to serve on the CAB as Treasurer?
(Remember, four years is a maximum term, not a required term!
2. If you have a hankering to be president, or secretary, you could be on the ballot
with Bonnie and me.
3. If you could help Kathy on the nominating committee, you would be welcomed
for that short term obligation.
4. And finally...Our guild would not exist if not for a few generous volunteers who
want to see it flourish, succeed and grow and are willing to take turns at helping
and making that happen.
Won’t you consider taking your turn? Voting may be done on a Survey Monkey
form we will mail out before the meeting, so everyone can vote, even if you are not
able to join the Virtual meeting in November. BUT...we’d love to see you all at our
meetings since it’s so easy to get there now.

New Fashion Trends Identified
A totally random study has ID’ed a rapidly
transitioning fashion trend beginning
March 2020. Scientists have been unable
to identify the cause of this anomaly,
which almost exclusively involves business
casual dress. It appears centered in a cluster of professionals, now working from
home, and linked to an increased use of
“Zoom”. Pattern designers are now focusing their winter collections solely on tops,
abandoning any and all patterns for skirts,
dresses or pants.
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What’s Up Next?
Program Committee Provides Inspiration (Via Zoom)

September 2020
Tuesday, September 8 at
7:00 PM.
Location— The comfort of
your own home.

“I want to use, reuse and
re-imagine leftover materials to make something
whole again.

sustainabletextiledesigns.com
October 2020
Tuesday, October 13 at
7:00 PM.
Location— The most
comfortable chair in your
home.

ruthmanningtapestry.com

“Join me as I share my
insights into the unique
language of tapestry and
what makes this weave
structure so different.”

A passionate advocate for sustainability, Maday teaches workshops that
encourage creative, sustainable approaches as a way to build confidence
and community. She employs a “back
to the basics” approach with a focus
on resource use/waste.
Mending and “making do” has been a
historical and social activity and often
a needed one. Communities have, of
necessity, found a way to make resources last. Maday practices these
historical crafts employing the techniques used by Japanese using Sashiko, to the quilters of Gee’s Bend in Alabama.
A note from Ruth Manning:
“I have spent my life immersed in the
word of fiber art techniques but made
the decision early-on that I would focus on hand woven tapestry as an art
form. Join me as share my insights
into the unique language of tapestry
and what makes this weave structure
so different from other loomcontrolled weaves. I will show you
how my own work has developed and
changed over the years and share my
approach to design development to
guide you through the process. I’ll
also explain the tools used by tapestry
weavers and considerations given to
materials and techniques used by
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MASG to Review Non-existent
Dress Code for Zoom Meetings
Draft Dress Code for Virtual Zoom Meetings of the
Madison Sewing Guild
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Make-up… optional
Hair washed and styled...optional
Dressed from the waist up...required
Spaghetti sauce stains on shirt….optional
Fully clothed from the waist down...optional
Wearing pink fuzzy bunny slippers…optional.

Do you own a pair of adorable (or truly
ugly) slippers ?
If so, please consider sharing them at
Show and Tell during the September
meeting

The CAB has opened the floor for comments.
Unfortunately, in our current virtual world, there really
is no floor on which to comment.

MASG Elections to be Held at
November Meeting
Opportunities exist for members to launch
a career
in public service.

Join the CAB and enjoy Zoom
meetings that help plan the direction of MASG during a
Pandemic.
We need your ideas and your
enthusiasm!

Based on the By-laws of ASG, we will be holding our annual CAB
elections for members who have completed their tenure guild
leadership.
This year the two seats that will be open are the
Secretary and Treasurer positions.
Bonnie Dill has been temporarily handling the Secretary
responsibilities and has offered to continue in that office.
Kathryn Bowen has done a phenomenal job as our Treasurer for
the past several years and will be missed at CAB meeting.
If you are interested in running for either of these positions,
please contact our nominating committee:
Kathy T. and Rachel P.
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Celebrating Membership Renewals

President
Lorraine Torrence
madison@asg.org
Vice-president
Kathy Tutcher
vicepresident@madisonasg.com
Treasurer
Kathryn Bowen
treasurer@madisonasg.com
Membership
Pat Guhleman
membership@madisonasg.com
Secretary
Bonnie Dill
secretary@madisonasg.com
Community Projects
Lisa Johnson
charity@madisonasg.com
Programs
Linda Harfst
programs@madisonasg.com
Programs
Lou Berryman
programs@madisonasg.com
Programs
Sara Brinkman
programs@madisonasg.com
Website
Rachel Patterson
webmaster@madsionasg.com
Newsletter
Cathy Olig
newsletter@madisonasg.com
To access CAB phone numbers,
the information can be found on
the membership list posted under the secure “Resources” tab
of the MASG web site.

Joan Brock
Lauren Brooks
MaryKay Brooks
Dorothy Conniff
Michelle Furr
Jane Miller
Jen Mulder (The Electric
Needle)
Cathy Olig
Alice Peterson
Trish Pulvermacher
Sheila Read
Mary Vassalotti
Sandra Winder

The UW Marching Band got
together to welcome Lauren Brooks as
the newest member of the
Madison Sewing Guild.

The Great Wisconsin Quilt Show 2020
September 10-12
Join us online for a New Virtual Experience
Quiltshow.com

——————————————————————————————————————————--

MADISON AREA
SEWING GUILD
CHAPTER ADVISORY
BOARD
2018-2019

The Great Wisconsin Quilt show will be virtual this year. While
we won’t be able to wander the vendor booths, the event is free
online and has a lot to offer via virtual methods. You can register and see the schedule at quiltshow.com
MASG is participating virtually as well. We have interviewed
several of our members and will have a video available for
attendees to watch with clips and photos. We have a few Quilt
Show committee members watching the comments section or
our YouTube channel during the live stream portions of the
event so we can answer questions as close to real time as
possible.
The quilt show committee members are Lorraine T., Julie F., Linda H., Rachel P., Abby S. and myself. I’d like to thank the members of this group for their creativity and work gathering photos
and content, recording interviews and editing the video.
Look for us on September 10th, 11th and 12th.
Kathy T.
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Love in the Time of COVID
By: Kathy T.
Unlike the famous novel about romantic love and cholera, this is a tale of managing my passion for fabric in a time when stores are closed and my spouse is always in the house. Let’s face it, for some of us
sewing is really two hobbies, collecting fabric and sewing. 2020 has made one of those hobbies more
difficult.
Flash back to May. I’m up to my eyeballs in masks, my cotton stash has been decimated, and I can’t set
foot in a store. In addition, my loving spouse is always in the house. Without sports, he seems more
interested in what I’m doing. I affectionately call him the Spouse in the House—like Elf on a Shelf.
There are fewer shenanigans, but more conversation and he DOES NOT understand the fine art of fabric collecting.
Curbside service from a local store was great and I could justify the fabric to The Spouse in the House
because my best friend in Denver just got a puppy—she needed dog themed masks. I was also supporting a local business. He’s not a monster. He just doesn’t understand why I “need” more fabric.
The thrill of that curbside pickup did not last as long as I had hoped. Soon I was searching online for
fabric, and not just for masks. How could I avoid the “more fabric” conversation again?
 If I order fabric cuts from Amazon, I could classify it as ‘cleaning supplies’ as long as there
was also some hand sanitizer in the box.
 Fabric.com is too obvious— could a sharpie change the box to FoBric.com? Would The
Spouse in the House believe I was buying fake bricks for home decorating?
 Would an order from Denver Fabrics be believed as a care package from my friend with the
puppy?
 Could I distract the House Spouse from another curbside pickup if I picked up donuts as
well?
It is now September and ultimately 2020 has helped me this year; mostly to comply with my “use the
stash” policy. I have acquired more cotton for masks but very little else. I miss wandering the stores
touching all the pretty fabrics and dreaming of projects. Instead, I have been pulling out the stored
lovelies I brought home countless years ago. 2020 had taught me that now is the time to use the
“special” fabrics”. I might not wear my creations out but I still have the ability to create with amazing
fabrics and I should not wait for the perfect time. Releasing the fabric from the captivity of my stash
brings joy. The Spouse in the House is impressed with my skills and he is a captive audience for my
fashion shows.

Left: Photo of the author with her “Spouse in the House”
after a morning spent replenishing stash at a local fabric
store.
(Or it could be a clip from the movie “The Notebook” by
Nicholas Sparks.)
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Good Heavens, We Sew A Lot!!!
Community Projects

Sewists Answer the Call!!!
We are proud to announce that that MASG has sewn over 4300
COVID face masks!
Please pat yourselves on the back.!

Agrace Sling Labeling
Agrace has informed Lorraine that their
original estimates of the number of slings
they had that needed labeling (150)
turned out to be only about half of what
they had, so we still need volunteers to
help sew on labels. Batches of approximately 10-18 slings are delivered to me
(Lorraine) every 10 days or so and are
quarantined for 3 days before she pins
the labels in place. A volunteer picks
them up from her outdoor shed with
thread and instructions. So for the near
future, we need another 10 volunteers
for this project.

Mask Claustrophobia?
For those struggling with face
masks so close to their face.
Kathy T. recommends adding a
“Mask Bridge” (see photo to
the left). The bracket fits on
the inside of the mask, is washable and holds the cloth away
from the face for more breathing space.
Google Amazon; “Face Mask
Bracket”.

MASG Member
Enrolled
in
CDC Study
An unnamed member of
MASG has volunteered in a
CDC study on COVID
protection while wearing a
sequined mask. The study
is expected to last several
months. Results will be
posted when available.

Interested in
Helping Agrace with
Labels?
Volunteers are always
welcome. If interested in
sewing labels on patient
transfer slings, pleas contact Lorraine.
Contact info is on page 4.

Sources for Metal Nose Piece
Looking for a source of metal nose supports? Carnes Mfg in Verona ((608)8456411 is donating the strips free of charge
to people sewing masks. (Note: they do
not have adhesive.)
(They are also available on
Amazon. $9.35 for 100 strips.)
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Community Project Opportunities
“...And The Needs Go On…”
(“The Beat Goes On” is now likely stuck in your head.)

Recommendations for Sewing Children’s face
Masks
By Annette

Face Masks Needed for Children
Information compliments of
Bonnie and Annette


Face masks are now needed for children. Not so
much for school, but for example, those in the community who do not have resources for masks.
They recommend using the Craft Passion child
mask, which can be found on the Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin.
Bonnie D. will coordinate children’s masks for the
guild, or you can contact “Madison Mask Makers”.
Their Facebook page is “Madison Mask Makers”.
The group currently has 745 members.






All sizes; small, medium and teen sizes are welcome.
No metal nose strip.
For ear straps us a 1/2” strip of Spandex through
the side channel. Don’t knot them so that the
staff can make sure they have the correct size.
Annette uses kid friendly fabrics, although they
tend to be girl focused. For boys, she uses denim
scraps and cotton twill as they are more neutral.
(Kids in foster care programs, or who live in poverty have enough strikes against them. They don’t
need to be teased about their mask fabric.

Kids Who Need Masks





Children in foster care
Children who are homeless
or who are in families that
are economically stressed
Children who are old
enough to require face
masks when out in the
community.

1.
2.
Looking to Make a Mask for An
American Girl/Boy Doll?
Lisa Shares Her Design
Cut fabric 3.5” by 4.5”.
Two 6.5” pieces of elastic to wrap around the back of the
head (since their ears don’t stick out enough)

3.
4.
5.
6.

Helping Children Wear a Mask
Let them pick it out.
Wear it properly. Cover the nose
chin and mouth fully.
Be a mask role model yourself
Make play masks for stuff animals
or dolls
Practice wearing the mask. Short
intervals, at home, while playing.
Follow a plan and offer rewards.
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Help Needed Cutting and Sewing
Infant Bereavement Gowns
Fabric is still available to cut and sew bereavement
gowns for Unity Point Health– Meriter Hospital.
The gowns are simple and small projects. If you are interested in contributing to this important project, please
contact Lisa. Contact info can be found on page 4 or in
the Resource section of the MASG web site.

ASG Offering a Virtual Mini-Conference
September 11-13, 2020
ASG member are invited to a Virtual Mini-Conference
featuring six all-level classes, as well as a virtual vendor
hall with ASG members-only offers throughout the week.
What better way to celebrate National Sewing Month!!

Accessing the Virtual
Mini-Conference
1. Log into the ASG web site:
asg.org
2. Your e-mail address is your user
name.
3. Your membership number is your
password
4. On the right side of the “Member
Login” page, select “Annual Conference”.
5. Enjoy surfing through pages for
shopping, educational opportunities, tours, the annual fashion
show and more.
Virtual Mini-Conference Information



Registration for classes is now
open.
Class descriptions and information are available and cost $20
each (or six for $100. Take all six
and save $20.

Looking for an elegant, yet simple
project? Follow Rachel’s directions
to the left for a simple
summer cardigan.
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ASG Offers “University of Fashion”
Membership
For $15.00 you can enroll in an three month membership to the
University of Fashion.

The University of Fashion currently has
over 400 video lessons and continues to
add content in all disciplines including
women’s clothing and couture, menswear, children’s wear and accessories.
A limited number of University of Fashion memberships are available only to
ASG members.
Visit their web site for information on
the extensive number of topics and
classes offered.
Web site: universityoffashion.com

Above and right:
Two programs offered by
the University of
Fashion.
“Introduction to Dress
Forms– Draping” and
“Plus Size: Magazines
and Shows” Fashion
Business. Both are
beginner classes.
Right: A sample of the impressive
tapestry work done by
Ruth Manning our speaker at the
October meeting.

On average, a Panda fees for
approximately 12 hours per day.
This is the same as an adult, at
home under quarantine…
Which is why we call it a
“Pandemic”.

Left: The “Zoom” gang
meet to learn the
technique to make a
Hmong market bag.
The results were
Impressive, although it
took your editor had
some difficulty on
matching that second
(and final) seam.
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Our Thanks to Annette and the MASG
“Behind the Scenes” team who put
together a
wonderful, clear presentation on sewing a Hmong Market Bag.
You should have received
directions via e-mail prior to the August meeting. If not, and you wish to
try this intriguing construction technique, please contact the editor.

A Note from
The Electric Needle
We are participating in the Great Wisconsin Quilt Show this year. We will
have a special on the Top of the Line
Sewing machines, as well as all the
embroidery machines for either Pfaff
or Viking. The prices are too low to
publish, so you need to call the shop
(608) 422-5449 if you are interested
in taking advantage of the special.
We will be taking pre-orders now, and
we will have specials through Quilt
Show weekend.
—Jen Mulder

What you can do with
Machine Embroidery…
Lorel shared photos of a shower gift she made for a friend.
She shopped for cloth diapers
at a local Walmart, discovering
that the clerk had never heard
of cloth diapers. They were
eventually located. The diapers
will be used at burp clothes.

Little Projects….

Above: Paper piecing by Kathy T. Right:
Alice made a small duffel bag with the zipper running across the top of the bag.

Sweet Pea Table Runner
“Let it Snow”
Lorel also made this adorable table
runner “during the miserably hot
days of this summer”.
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MASG Member Shares Risks When Travelling Abroad
Alerts Guild to Murder Rate in the UK
A concerned member of MASG has notified the guild of the danger associated with travelling abroad. The member noted that, having spent 18 hours a day watching British Murder Mysteries on Acorn, BritBox and Amazon
Prime while in quarantine. After hundreds of hours of research, she has come to the obvious conclusion that the
British Isles are rife with crime, particularly murders, and that much of this mayhem appears to be centered in
rural areas of the country.
She describes having avidly watched all 21 seasons of Midsomer Murders (103 shows), she noted that each episode depicts at least three murders, leaving an estimated death toll of 309 victims in the County of Midsomer.
The Poirot series had a total of 70 episodes. Another cluster of ghastly murders ensued, many of which were not
revealed until moments before the show ended.
By now the member confessed she had become obsessed with the potential danger associated with crossing the
pond and believed that remaining on the North American Continent was probably safer than a trip to Cambridge
and Oxford (Endeavor/Inspector Morse, seven seasons). The expanding body count further inflamed her concerns, particularly discovering the propensity for murders that require solving by church pastors tending flocks,
(again) in small rural towns. (Granchester, six seasons) and she hasn’t even started the reruns of Agatha Christie.
Her expressed desire to travel to New Zealand was crushed after watching the “Brokenwood Mysteries” which is
set in a beautiful part of the world, but has a similar death count as Chicago during the time of Al Capone.
Our member wishes to pass along a very serious warning about travelling within England or one of her former
colonies. She stated, “Although they all appear to have lovely manners and the settings are so beautiful, it is important for members to think about the inherent danger of leaving the house for anything other than a trip to the
grocery store.” She then excused herself as an old episode of “Foyle’s War” was about to start.

MASG has contacted the State Department about
the risks of visiting the United Kingdom in light of
the horrendous amount of carnage watched by this
MASG member since the onset of COVID-19.
They said they would get back to us.
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I am totally convinced that
Jacqui never sleeps. Her sewing output is amazing, colorful
and creative.
Truly inspirational.

Sarah used a Marci Tilton pattern (V8709) to make a sleeveless summer top
using three fabrics. She used the rolled collar which added visual interest.
She noted that the back does not have to be cut on the bias and that she has
loved both making and wearing it. She also enjoyed pulling the different
fabrics together. And by-the-way, she put in bound buttonholes!

Left: Alice went
through her stash and
found enough fabric to
make three tops and
two nighties using a
Great Copy Pattern.

A Gentle Reminder…
If you are planning on sharing your creations
during Show and Tell, it helps your editor a
great deal if you go on the MASG web site
and tell us a little bit about your work and
share a photo. You put in the time and effort
and it deserves to be shared.
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Wisconsin 4-H is Creating a Virtual Quilt
In
Honor of Nancy Zieman
Quiltshow.com/community-projects/NZCQ

Nancy’s career in sewing and fiber arts
was inspired by her youth participation in
the Wisconsin 4-H. Nancy credited 4-H
for many life skills including public speaking, problem solving, self-confidence,
leadership and communication skills
In her honor, sewers and sewists have
created a virtual community quilt by uploading an image of a 6 1/2 inch fiber art
square or quilt block, along with a statement detailing how Nancy Zieman or 4-H
directed your fiber arts journey.
Unfortunately entries are due by
September 1.

One more teaser…
Photo of a tapestry shared by the artist
Ruth Manning

Upcoming Classes: A Safe Virtual
Return to Learning

Electric Needle
Virtual Creative Clothing, Cluster 1 (on Zoom)
Saturdays, Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14
12:30 to 3:30 pm
 A new challenge each month to show in class
and share your experience. Slide shows, demos and samples to inspire you for each
challenge
 Register at https://www.electric-needle.com/
module/class.htm?classId=277030
 “How to Zoom Class” will be scheduled for
September 5 at 1:00 PM for those who are
interested.
Blue Bar Quilts
Virtual Design Essentials I (on Zoom)
Saturdays, Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21, Dec. 12,
2020. Jan. 16, Feb. 20, Mar. 20, 2021
Study the Principles and Elements of Design by
doing monthly exercises at home and learning
from the critique process in class.
Register soon online at www.bluebarquilts.com
“How to Zoom Class” will be scheduled for September 2 at 7pm for those who are interested.
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Our Thanks to the Stores that have Supported Us
When Can We Meet as a Group Again?
Linda H. has been in contact with Agrace regarding when they might feel
comfortable sponsoring MASG meetings. She states that we will continue
meeting virtually until at least the 1st of 2021.

Above: Fitchburg Police’s expectations of the first
MASG Show and Tell...Post COVID-19

Blue Bar Quilts
6333 University Avenue
Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 284-9299
Web: bluebarquilts.com

Support those who Support us…
Shop Local!!
For those still attempting to replenish their
stash of quilting cotton...all three local stores
carry an impressive selection of fabric.

Above:
Extremely rare portrait of a woman enjoying an early version
ZOOM meeting. Note that the
viewing screen was quite distant
and required binoculars to
adequately enjoy Show and Tell.
Technology has, gratefully,
improved.

The Electric Needle
4281 West Beltline Highway
Madison, WI (608) 422-5449
Web: electric-needle.com

Mill House Quilts
100 Baker Street
Waunakee, WI (608) 849-6473
Web: millhousequilts.com

