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ADVANCING SEWING AS AN ART AND LIFE SKILL  IN THIS ISSUE 

Membership, 

2015 was an exciting year. We 
increased our membership by more 
than 30%, meeting our goal of 80 
active members in 2015.  We had a 
very generous donation which gives 
us solid footing for more great things 
in 2016 and we have more new board 
members than we’ve had before.  
You’ll see the new board member 
names on page 3.  

I want to thank the outgoing board 
members, Annette Bollig – 
President, Chris Scharch – 
Membership, Liz Cleary – Secretary, 
Denise Halada and Linda Olson – 
Programs.  This group helped move 
MASG forward and set us up for 
even more success in 2016. 

As the new president of this great 
organization, I must confess I’m 
nervous.  I have big shoes to fill and 
an active guild membership to 
support.  I have high expectations for 
myself and hope that I can meet your 
expectations as well. 

As we start a new year, I think of new 
goals. I’ll be working with the 
Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) to set 
goals for our guild.  If you have any 
ideas or want to give your input I’d 
like to invite you to contact me, or 
join us at our February CAB meeting.  
It will be held at the Todd Drive 
Culver’s on Tuesday, February 2, 
2016 from 6 – 8 PM. 

I’m excited about the New Year, and 
all the promise it holds. I know that 
we have 12 new monthly programs 
and lots of creative inspiration to 
look forward to this year.  

Kathy Tutcher, President - Madison 
Chapter  
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January – Charity Sew 

Who: Everyone is welcome 
What: Sewing pillowcases for the 
American Family Children’s Hospital  
Where: Dale Heights Presbyterian 
Church.  5501 University Ave, 
Madison, WI  
When: Tuesday, January 12.  2 
sessions 1 – 5 Pm and 7 – 9 PM 
 
We are making colorful cotton 
pillowcases to cheer young patients 
at the American Family Children’s 
Hospital. –Whether you can make it 
for an hour or 2 or stay all day, join us 
to stitch up these well-loved 
pillowcases. (Or come help cut, 
press, or organize.) –Tools and 
material provided. This event is 
known to be a relaxed fun way of 
doing something good together. 
  
Here is a link to the pattern we will 
be using:  
http://www.allpeoplequilt.com/millionpil
lowcases/freepatterns/index.html 
It’s called Roll It Up Pattern 
 

February – Super Show and 
Tell 

Who: The Sewing Guild Membership 
Where:  Agrace Hospice Care, 5395 
E. Cheryl Pkwy 
When: Tuesday, February 9, 7-9 PM 

By popular demand we are adding a 

“Super show and tell” early in 2016. 

This is an opportunity for all of us to 

bring some of our recent favorite 

creations, whether it is garments, 

quilts, bags or whatever. As in the 

past we will email a simple form for 

contributors so we can gather 

information in a super handout about 

patterns, fabrics, construction, tips 

and likes and dislikes.  This is always 

one of our most popular programs.  

Don’t miss it! 

March – Earth silks 

Who: Stacy Levin, Madison Maker 
What: Natural Dye  
Where: Agrace Hospice Care, 5395 
E. Cheryl Pkwy, Fitchburg 
When: Tuesday, March 8,  7 – 9 PM 
 

Past Meetings 
October 2015 – Sandra Betzina 

October 7-9 the Madison Area 
Sewing Guild was happy to host 
Sandra Betzina for 3 great programs. 
On Wednesday the 7th, Gayfeather 
Fabrics hosted a “Fabric Savy” 
walkthrough and open house.  We 
learned about many of the 
wonderful fabrics Virginia provides 
and how best to use them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday the 8th, 12 members 
were able to make Sandra’s Puzzle 
pants pattern with Sandra helping us 
with fitting and construction hints 
and tips.   

 

 

 

 

On Friday the 9th we had a full day 
seminar. The morning was trunk 
show of Sandra’s patterns including 
the opportunity to see and handle 
each garment.  The afternoon was 
spent on Power Sewing Toolbox 
which covered tips and tricks of all 
types.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2015 – Quick 
Holiday Gifts 

Program co-chair, Denise Halada 
showed us great ideas for quick 
projects we can make for ourselves 
or others.  Projects included 
wearables, organizers, pincushions, 
and many more great ideas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 
Meetings 
 

http://www.allpeoplequilt.com/millionpillowcases/freepatterns/index.html
http://www.allpeoplequilt.com/millionpillowcases/freepatterns/index.html
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December 2015 – Holiday Party 
and Pincushion Exchange 

The annual holiday gathering was a 
great time to mingle with members 
and enjoy tasty treats brought in by 
everyone.  We discussed our favorite 
programs over the past two years 
and meet the new program chairs to 
learn what’s in store or 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Advisory Board 

President 
Kathy Tutcher  
(608) 825-8929 
ktutcher@gmail.com 

Vice 
President 

Annette Bollig 
(267) 303-1328 
acbollig@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Janice Lucht  
(608) 271-4418 
jnjlucht@charter.net 

Secretary 
Nancy Parsons 
(608) 257-3630 
parsnand@yahoo.com 

Charity 
Susan Bleimehl  
(608) 845-6670 
bleimehl@tds.net 

Membership 
Nina Sparr 
(608) 219-7844 
nmsparr@gmail.com 

Programs 
Leslie Ladd 
(608) 442-7294 
lesladd@att.net 
Lorraine Torrence 
(608) 467-9108 
lorraine@lorrainetorren
ce.com 
Sandy Wright 
(608) 255-2694 
sandywright11@gmail.c
om 

Newsletter 
Catherine Olig 
(608) 274-6416 
cdolig@tds.net 

Website 
 Rachel Patterson 
(608) 235-1426 
rachel.e.patterson@o
utlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Advisory Board 
(CAB) Meetings: 
CAB meetings are held the 1st 
Tuesday every other month.  The 
meeting schedule and location can  
be found on the MASG calendar  
page at www.MadisonASG.com. 
All members are invited to attend 
and address any issues or ideas at 
these meetings.   
 
Next meeting:  
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 
Time: 6 – 8 PM 
Location: Culver’s Todd Drive 
 
 

  

Welcome New Members 
Leslie Brown 

Jennifer Falkowski 

Charlene Kendall 

Judith Warmuth 

 

Thanks for Renewing! 
Lou Berryman 

Lynn Brandt 

Liz Cleary 

Rebecca Connors 

Nancy Cook 

Gladys Frederick 

Diane Haag 

Margaret Jankowski 

Lorel Maple 

Bonnie Packer 

Nancy Parsons 

Josie Pedone 

 

http://www.madisonasg.com/
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Top Tips from 
Sandra Betzina 
Sandra Betzina has years of teaching 
experience and shared so much 
knowledge during her time in Madison.  
A few of the CAB members who were 
able to attend various programs wanted 
to share our favorite tid-bits with the 
entire membership. 

¶ When making a new pattern or 
using a new fabric to make an old 
favorite (all knits are different) cut 
the pattern with 1 inch of “fit 
insurance” on the side seams 
only.  Sew the seam with a 
1”+seam allowance seam – then 
use the fit insurance if you need it.  
You can always trim it out later. 

¶ Sewing on knits:  To avoid 
skipped stitches use a 75 or 80 HS 
needle (any brand will do) 

¶  Linen:  To avoid wrinkling, iron 
the new linen before washing 
it.  Then press with a very hot 
iron.  The linen garment will have 
very little wrinkling from that 
point forward. 

¶  Sewing Sweater Knits:  To avoid 
stretching of side seams, sew 
clear elastic into the seam. 

¶  Which is the right and wrong side 
of a knit?  Stretch the cut edge of 
the knit and it will curl toward 
either the front or back.  The 
direction of the curl is the right 
side of the fabric. 

¶ Need a lining for a knit skirt or 
pants?  Use athletic wick-away 
fabric as it stretches and is 
comfortable next to the skin. 

¶ Zippers in Knits: zig zag the zip 
in place before  doing straight 
stitch. 

¶ Leather:  Use a NTW 14 Leather 
Needle and a stitch length of 
3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Cutting slippery fabric:  Tape 
tissue paper to the cutting table 
and also tape fabric to the table 
to reduce fabric slipping. 

¶ Sewing with silk:  Use a new HJ 
70/10 needle for each garment 
and sew with cotton thread. 

¶ Sheer fabrics:  To reduce the 
“see-through” effect of sheer 
fabrics, instead of lining the 
garment, use two layers for the 
front pieces of the top or 
blouse. 

¶ Decorative exposed 
zippers:  Use decorative gross 
grain ribbon sewn over the 
zipper to create interesting 
effects. 

¶ Don’t know what to do with 
that bold print?  Try it as a 
lining.  Seeing the lining will 
make you smile and it will make 
the garment uniquely yours.  

¶ Binding a neckline:  cut the 
binding the exact length of the 
neck.  Measure the pattern 
piece, not the fabric.  When 
seamed it will end up 1 inch 
smaller than the neck and 
provide a smooth finish with no 
gaping. 

¶ On stretch mesh try using silk 
organza selvage as a neckline 
facing. 

¶ Sleeve placket: add 3/8” in the 
‘fat’ side for easy finishing 

¶ Create your own fringe: sew a 
2” strip of fashion fabric to 
organza, fringe, and insert into 
seam using organza as the 
anchor.  Be sure to add extra 
fringe at the corner so it doesn’t 
look bald. 

¶ When putting snaps in knits put 
grosgrain ribbon behind the 
snap to stabilize. 
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Merchant Discounts 
for Members 

Please present your current ASG 
membership card at the time of 
purchase.     

Electric Needle 15% off notions & 
accessories 

Hancock Fabrics 10% off non-sale 
items 

JoAnn Fabrics  10% off purchases 
w/JoAnn VIP card 

M & R Sewing Vacuum 20% off non-
sale items 

Gayfeather Fabrics - Punch card and 
Birthday Discount – Celebrate your 
birthday by “cashing in” on your age. 
Shop at Gayfeather the week of your 
birthday and receive half your age as 
a percent discount on all purchases 
of regular price merchandise. 

For Sale: 
As part of the generous donation we 
received in 2015 we have a few non-
fabric items for sale. We wanted to 
offer these to guild members first. 

Serger:  Baby lock Pro line Model 
BL4-838D from the early 90’s.  It was 
taken in for maintenance and runs 
well now.  Price $125.  If you are 
interested contact Susan Bleimehl. 

Knitting Machine: Singer 700 – 
needs some work.  Includes a ribber 
and a linker.  Price: Make an offer. 
Contact: Susan Bleimel 

Loom: Rigid heddle loom, we don’t 
know much about this piece. Price: 
Make an offer.  Contact: Susan 
Bleimehl 

Smocking Pleater: In original box, 
includes some patterns.  Price: Make 
an offer.  Contact:  Annette Bollig 

Looking for 
something new? 

 

Marianne Fairbanks: Impractical 
Weaving Suggestions and Kevin 
Ponto: Protean Guise 

Friday, January 22 – Sunday, 
February 21, 2016 Opening 
Reception: Friday, January 22, 5:30 - 
7:30 p.m. Marianne Fairbanks 
Gallery talk: Thursday, February 11, 
4:30 p.m. The Ruth Davis Design 
Gallery will host side by side solo 
exhibitions of two innovative 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
faculty recently in the news. 

 

 

 

 

 

Marianne Fairbanks: Impractical 
Weaving Suggestions Combining 
Minimalist influences and domestic 
weaving practices, the exhibit 
explores the relationships between 
the impracticality and practicality of 
form. The work acknowledges 
structures and effects embedded in 
the intersections of cloth that, 
because of their small scale, often 
go unseen and unconsidered. By 
inflating the scale, embedded layers 
of labor and sophisticated math-
based systems are exposed. Wall 
weaving installations display 
magnified structures in a radical 
palette of neon plastic material, 
while drawings and jacquard 
weavings quietly pose questions of 
value, labor, and time. Marianne 
Fairbanks is an artist, designer, 

curator, and an assistant professor 
in the Design Studies Department at 
UW-Madison. Her work has been 
shown nationally and internationally 
in venues including The Museum of 
Art and Design, NY, The Smart 
Museum of Art, Chicago, and 
Museum London, Ontario. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Ponto: Protean Guise 
Continuing his investigation of 
interactive virtual realities, Ponto 
unveils a new installation that 
explores concepts of information, 
interaction and technology. The 
work stretches between the 
boundaries of the digital and 
physical worlds, engaging audience 
members through interactive 
experiences. Kevin Ponto is an 
assistant professor in the Design 
Studies Department at UW-
Madison whose work spans the 
disciplines of art, science, 
engineering and design. He has 
received awards from Prix Ars 
Electronica in the category of hybrid 
art and an emerging artist award 
from Adobe. 

Design Gallery events are free and 
open to the public.  

HOURS: Tuesday to Friday, 10-4, 
Sunday noon to 4 p.m.  

FACEBOOK: 
www.facebook.com/UWMadison
DesignGallery  

file:///C:/Users/Kathy/Documents/www.facebook.com/UWMadisonDesignGallery
file:///C:/Users/Kathy/Documents/www.facebook.com/UWMadisonDesignGallery
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DID YOU KNOW? 

You can download the Madison Area Sewing Guild 
newsletter or any other chapter newsletter o n the 
ASG site?  Log onto your account and go to the 
newsletter link.  If you are traveling, you want to 
check newsletters for the area where you are 
going to see if there is a meeting or event you 
could attend, or stores they advertise.  Log on 
and check it out.  

Classes Offered by Members 
 

Denise Halada’s –Spring 2016 - Madison College 

South Madison -Park Street  
62957    Sewing Advanced       Jan 29-Mar 4         Friday      9:00-Noon              6 wks    
63058    Beginning Sewing       Jan 29-Mar 4        Friday      12:30-3:30 pm      6 wks       
63065     Sewing Open Lab       Mar 25-Apr 15     Friday      9:00-Noon              4 wks 
63066     Sewing Open Lab      Mar 25-Apr 15      Friday      12:30-3:30 pm      4 wks       
 

Dale Heights Presbyterian Church – 5501 University Ave 
63055     Sewing Ind Proj         Feb 1-Mar 21        Monday    1:00-4:00 pm        8 wks  
    
Verona Senior Center 
64422     Quilting Beginning   Feb 9-Mar 15         Tuesday   2:00-4:00 pm        6 wks   
 
To register for a class go ONLINE at madisoncollege.edu/ce or phone (608)258-2307, Ext.2 

Denise’s Niche – Spring 2016 Sewing Classes  

Open Lab – Mondays    Jan 4 – Jan 25         1-4 pm                4 wks        $56/$52 if over 60  
Sewing Intermediate – Mondays  Jan 4 – Feb 15       6:30-9:30 pm      7 wks       $98/$91 if over 60 
Open Lab – Tuesdays       Jan 5 – Mar 15      9-Noon                11 wks      $154/$143 if over 60  
Start Your Serger – Wednesdays  Jan 5 – Feb 10       6:30-9:30 pm     6 wks        $84/$78 if over 60 
Clean Your Sewing Machine/Serger  Saturday, Jan 30     9:00-Noon         1 Day        $20           
 

Denise’s Niche Classes are held at Dale Heights Presbyterian Church, 5501 University Ave.        
There is a one-time $5 materials fee/semester (Jan-April/May-Aug /Sept-Dec). 
To register:  Email me at denisesniche@charter.net or call me at (608)271-3875. 
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ADVERTISING 

WE WELCOME SEWING RELATED ARTICLES, ADS, PHOTOS, COMMENTS, BOOK REVIEWS, PROJECT INSTRUCTIONS, HINTS 

AND IDEAS, AND TIPS. SUBMIT NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CATHERINE OLIG (cdolig@tds.net) 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AND EDITING. ADS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED IN MS WORD. 

ELECTRONIC/DIGITAL PHOTOS SHOULD BE A MINIMUM OF 260 DPI. 

MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS RATES: 

MEMBERS TEXT ONLY, SEWING RELATED ADS ARE FREE TO MEMBERS. 

NON-MEMBER:  

SEWING RELATED ADS MAY BE PLACED FOR $10.00 FOR 20 WORDS OR LESS. EACH ADDITIONAL WORD IS $0.20/WORD. 

TO PLACE AN AD CONTACT CATHERINE OLIG (cdolig@tds.net) 

Classes by Trish Pulvermacher. Please contact me for more information. 608-839-4217 or email: 

trishsews@hotmail.com. 

 

 

PRIVATE CLASSES(Dale Heights location) – Register with Trish by email or call. Please add materials fee of $5 to 

your first class fee for the semester. 

Open Lab -  Thur    1/14/16-2/4/16     6:30-9:30p    4 wks       $56/$52 if over 60 

Open Lab -  Thur    2/18/16-3/10/16   6:30-9:30p    4 wks       $56/$52 if over 60 

Open Lab -  Wed    1/13/16-3/9/16      1-4p              8 wks       $112/104 if over 60     

 

 

 

MATC CLASSES(Dale Heights location) ï Register through Madison College 

#63060    Beg Sew  –                   Mon     3/28/2016-5/2/2016     6 wks    6:30-9:30p   

#63052    Intermediate Sew  –     Tues     3/29/2016-5/3/2016     6 wks    6:30-9:30p 

#63067    Open Lab –                   Thur    4/7/2016-4/28/2016     4 wks    1-4p 

#63062    Beg Sew –                    Thur     4/14/2016-5/19/2016   6 wks    6:30-9:30p 

 

 

 

GAYFEATHER FABRICS ï  Register with Trish or call Gayfeathers 608-294-7436 

Basic Fit  – Wed      3/23/16-4/13/16      4 wks     6:00-8:30p    $105 

 

 

 

M & R SEWING -  Call 608-278-4242 to register. 

Serger I – Tues    2/16/16    1wk      $45 

Serger II – Tues  2/23/16     1wk      $45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Classes Offered by Members 
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Classes Offered by Members 
 

Have your kids grown up and left the nest?  Have you retired?  Do you long to 
get back to - or start - sewing clothing, but are not sure where to begin? 

Gayfeather Fabrics  

and Lorraine Torrence  

present a  

RETURN  
TO GARMENT  

SEWING  
Class in 3 sessions  

 

Tues, Jan 12, 1-4pm, Tues, Jan 19 and Weds, 20, 2015 9am-4pm 

$198 

Bring your own project and have Lorraine help you with reading the pattern, fitting, 
cutting, construction, zippers and other closures, finishing details and most importantly, 

CONFIDENCE!  

Tuesday, Jan. 12 - 1-4pm   Introduction - Taking measurements; how to select the appropriate size pattern; 
selecting a pattern appropriate for your skill level; preparing your fabric; reading the pattern, seam finishes, 
cutting demo. 
Between the 1st and 2nd sessions you will select and purchase patterns, fabric, and notions for your garment. 
Tuesday, Jan 19 - Cut out garment; begin sewing, get help with fitting if necessary. 
Wednesday, Jan 20 -  Continue sewing; demos on zippers and other closures; hemming and other finishing 
techniques. 

To register, visit Gayfeather Fabrics or call Lorraine at (608) 467-9108 
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Madison 
Area Sewing 

Guild 
Madison, WI 

1655 Tam O Shanter Trl. 
Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
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